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Course Description

This course examines the role of the news media in American politics.  We begin by considering different expectations for how the news media should function within a democratic system of government as well as the constraints members of the media face when attempting to meet these expectations.  Specifically, we assess three critiques of American news media centered on ideas about political bias, corporate ownership, and state power.  In the second section of the course, we take a closer look at media effects and manipulation, viewing those within the news media as both independent political actors and instruments of political power.  Specifically, we evaluate the role of the news media in setting the political agenda; shaping public opinion; covering political campaigns; and influencing elite behavior, public policy, and international affairs.  We also examine efforts made by other political actors, both elites and non-elites, to use news media in pursuit of specific political goals and as a means of cultural construction.  The third section of the course considers the political uses of the Internet as a tool of politics, and evaluates various proposals for reform of the media.  In addition to assigned readings, we examine a variety of media materials, including documentaries, clips of campaign ads, speeches, debates, and television broadcasts, as well as the reflections of guest speakers.  In addition to completing a midterm and a final exam, each student will write a 15 page paper that includes original research on a topic related to the course material. 

Required Readings

· James Fallows. 1997.  Breaking the News: How the Media Undermine American Democracy.  New York: Vintage.

· Doris A. Graber. 2002. Mass Media and American Politics, 6th edition. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press.

· Darrell M. West. 2001.  The Rise and Fall of the Media Establishment. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins.

· PS 111A Reader, for sale at Ned’s Book Store (on Bancroft, near Telegraph). The Reader can also be ordered on-line at www.eodin.com.

· Other readings have been posted on E-Reserves.  Instructions for how to use E-Reserves and a password offering you access to the electronic materials related to this course will be distributed in class.

Copies of the books listed above and the PS111A Reader have also been placed on 2-hour reserve at Moffitt Library.

.

Additional reading:  Since this is a course about the U.S. news media, we encourage you to seek out a daily dose of political news coverage, whether in the form of a daily paper, cable or nightly news programs (local, national), or online daily news summaries (for example, the Note [go to abcnews.go.com/Politics/], CongressDaily, and The Hotline – these latter two cites are located at nationaljournal.com and can be accessed using a UCB computer or account).
Course Requirements

Class participation is an essential component of this course.  Students are expected to attend lecture and their assigned discussion section regularly, read the assigned readings prior to lecture and discussion section, and come to class prepared to discuss them.  

In addition to completing a midterm and a final exam, students will write a 15 page (typed, double-spaced, standard margins, 12-pt. font) research paper that examines the nature and effects of media coverage with regard to a contemporary political issue, or engages one of the other topics covered in the course.  Research paper guidelines will be distributed in lecture on February 1.  A one-page, typed research paper proposal will be due in lecture on March 1.  All research papers will be due on the last day of class, May 10, in lecture.

Grading Percentages

10% Class Participation

25% Midterm Exam

35% Final Exam

30% Research Paper

Students must complete all assignments in order to receive a passing grade.

Schedule of Readings and Lectures

Introduction:  


January 18:  No reading
Part I: The Role and Function of the News Media in American Democracy:

A Brief History of News Media


January 20: 

West, chs. 1-4.

January 25: 

West, chs. 5-6.

Dean Alger, “Opening the Floodgates: The U.S. Telecommunications Act of 1996,” from

 Megamedia, in reader. 

Fallows, Breaking the News, ch. 2. 

Expectations and Constraints


January 27: 

Graber, chs. 1 and 4.

Alexis de Tocqueville, selections from Democracy in America, in reader.
Walter Lippmann, “Newspapers,” from Media Power in Politics, in reader.

February 1:
*Research paper guidelines distributed in lecture.*
Fallows, Breaking the News, ch. 4 and pp. 182-205.
Three Critiques: Bias, State Power and Corporate Ownership


February 3: 

Jerry Yeric, “The Gatekeepers and the Elite,” from Mass Media and the Politics of Change, in

 reader.


Tim Graham, “A Week in the Life…” National Review, July 26, 2004, e-reserves.


Richard Reeves, “The Question of Media Bias,” from Do the Media Govern?, in reader. 

Michael Parenti, “The ‘Liberal Media’ Myth,” from Dirty Truths, in reader.

Ken Auletta, “Fox News: We Report. We Decide,” from Backstory, in reader.
February 8: 
Michael Parenti, selections from Inventing Reality: The Politics of News Media, in reader. 


Noam Chomsky, “East Timor,” from The Chomsky Reader, in reader. 


Kurt Lang and Gladys Engel Lang, “Noam Chomsky and the Manufacture of Consent for

 American Foreign Policy,” Political Communication, 21:93-101, 2004, e-reserves.


Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky, “Reply to Kurt and Gladys Engel Lang,” Political

 Communication, 21:103-107, 2004, e-reserves.

February 10: 
Graber, ch. 2.
West, ch. 7.


Dean Alger, “The Dominant Dozen,” from Megamedia, in reader.

Part II:  Media Effects and Manipulation

Agenda Setting and Public Opinion

February 15:

Denis McQuail, “The Influence and Effects of Mass Media,” from Media Power in Politics, 

 in reader.

Everett Rogers and James Dearing, “Agenda-Setting Research: Where has it Been, Where is it

 Going?” from Media Power in Politics, in reader.

Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder, “The Agenda-Setting Effect,” and “The Priming Effect,”

 from News that Matters, in reader.
February 17: 

Graber ch 7.

John Zaller, “Monica Lewinsky’s Contribution to Political Science,” from Media Power in

 Politics, in reader.

Michael X. Delli Carpini and Bruce A. Williams, “Constructing Public Opinion,” from Media

 Power in Politics, in reader.
David L. Protess, et al., “The Impact of Investigative Reporting on Public Opinion and Policy

 Making: Targeting Toxic Waste,” from Media Power in Politics, in reader.
Campaigns and Candidates

February 22: 
Darrell M. West, “Ad Messages,” from Air Wars, in reader.

W. Lance Bennett, “The Angry Electorate: Reinventing Bill Clinton in 1992,” from The

 Governing Crisis, in reader.


Susan J. Carroll, “The Disempowerment of the Gender Gap: Soccer Moms and the 1996

 Elections,” PS March 1999, e-reserves.

February 24: 
Stephen Ansolabehere and Shanto Iyengar, selections from Going Negative, in reader. 

Kim Fridkin Kahn and Patrick J. Kenney, “Do Negative Campaigns Mobilize or Suppress

 Turnout?” APSR 93: 877-889, 1999, e-reserves.
Election Coverage and Analysis

March 1: *One-page research paper proposals due in lecture.* 

Graber, ch. 8.

S. Robert Lichter and Richard E. Noyes, “There They Go Again: Media Coverage of Campaign

 ’96,” from Political Parties, Campaigns and Elections, in reader. 
Larry J. Sabato, “Open Season: How the News Media Cover Presidential Campaigns in the Age

 of Attack Journalist,” from Media Power in Politics, in reader.
Thomas E. Patterson, “The Miscast Institution,” from Media Power in Politics, in reader.

March 3: 

Kathleen Hall Jamieson and Paul Waldman, “The Morning After: The Effect of the Network Call

 for Bush,” Political Communication 19:113-118, 2002, e-reserves.

Peter Hart, “Target Dean: Re-establishing the Establishment,” from Extra! March-April 2004,

 in reader.

Kim Fridkin Kahn and Patrick J. Kenney, “Deciding What is News: The Media’s Coverage of

 Senate Campaigns,” from The Spectacle of U.S. Senate Campaigns, in reader.
Kim Fridkin Kahn, “Differences in Campaign Coverage: An Examination of U.S. Senate Races,”

 from The Political Consequences of Being a Woman, in reader. 

Beth J. Harpaz, “What’s the Lead?” from The Girls in the Van, e-reserves.
        ** March 8 -- In-class Midterm **

“Going public”: Political Elites and Media Stars 

March 10: 
Timothy E. Cook, “The Uses of News: Theory and (Presidential) Practice,” from Governing with

 the News, in reader.
Howard Kurtz, Spin Cycle: How the White House and the Media Manipulate the News, chs. 1 and

 2, in reader.

Ken Auletta, “Fortress Bush,” New Yorker Jan. 19, 2004, e-reserves.

March 15: 61
Karen M. Kedrowski, “How Members of Congress Use the Media to Influence Public Policy,”

 from Media Power in Politics, in reader.

John M. Barry, selections from The Ambition and the Power, in reader.

March 17: 

Fallows, Breaking the News, ch. 3.
         **March 22, 24:  No Class, Spring Break**
Influencing Public Policy: Elite and Mass Mobilization


March 29: 

Graber, ch. 6.

Kathleen Hall Jamieson and Joseph N. Cappella, “The Role of the Press in Health Care Reform

 Debate of 1993-1994,” from Media Power in Politics, in reader. 

Matthew Corrigan, “The Transformation of Going Public: President Clinton, the First Lady and

 Health Care Reform,” Political Communication 17:149-168, 2000, e-reserves. 

Karen Callaghan and Frauke Schmell, “Assessing the Democratic Debate: How the News Media

 Frame Elite Policy Discourse,” Political Communication 18:183-212, 2001, e-reserves. 

Jackie Smith, et al., “From Protest to Agenda Building,” Social Forces 97: 1397-1423, 2001, 

 e-reserves.

Cultural Construction, Censorship, and Alternative Media

March 31: 

John Fiske, “Los Angeles: A Tale of Three Videos,” from Media Matters, in reader.

Franklin D. Gilliam and Shanto Iyengar, “Prime Suspects: The Influence of Local Television 

 News on the Viewing Public,” AJPS 44:560-573, 2000, e-reserves.
April 5: 62

David Croteau and William Hoynes, “The Broken Promise of Public Television,” from By

 Invitation Only: How the Media Limit Political Debate, in reader.
Michael Parenti,  “Some Call it Censorship,” from Dirty Truths, in reader. 
Dennis Bernstein, “The Battle for Free Speech Radio,” from Censored 2000, in reader.
Amy Goodman, selections from The Exception to the Rulers, in reader.
April 7: 71

Howard Kurtz, “The Rush Hour,” from Hot Air: All Talk, All the Time, in reader.

Sara Diamond, “Staying Tuned,” from Not By Politics Alone: The Enduring Influence of the 

 Christian Right, in reader.

Paula Span, “Radio Waves,” Washington Post Magazine, September 12, 2004, e-reserves.

Influencing Foreign Policy: Democracy and Dictators


April 12: 

Graber, chs. 5 and 11.
Wayne Wanta, et al., “Agenda Setting and International News: Media Influence on Public

 Perceptions of Foreign Nations,” Journal of Mass Communications Quarterly 81: 364-377, 2004,

 in reader.

Frank Louis Rusciano and John Crothers Pollock, “World Opinion During Times of Crises,” from

 Media Power in Politics, in reader.

April 14: 

William Hachten with Marva Hachten, “ Reporting the Gulf War,” from Media Power in Politics,

 in reader.

Shanto Iyengar and Adam Simon, “News Coverage of the Gulf Crisis and Public Opinion,” from

 Do the Media Govern? in reader.

Daniel C. Hallin and Todd Gitlin, “The Gulf War as Popular Culture and Television Drama,”

 from Taken By Storm, in reader.

Robert M. Entman, “Cascading Activation: Contesting the White House’s Frame after 9/11,”

 Political Communication 20:415-432, 2003, e-reserves.

Michael Pfau, et al., “Embedding Journalists in Military Combat Units,” from Journal of Mass 

 Communications Quarterly 81:74-88, 2004, in reader.

Ken Auletta, “Raiding the Global Village,” from Do the Media Govern? in reader.
Christian Parenti, “Al Jazeera Goes to Jail,” The Nation March 29, 2004, e-reserves.
Part III: New Media, New Directions

Cyberpolitics:  Electronic Democracy?
April 19: 
Gary W. Selnow, “A Changing Public Agenda and Audience Fragmentation,” from Electronic

 Whistle Stops, in reader.

Matt Drudge, selections from Drudge Manifesto, in reader.

Andrew L. Shapiro, “The Drudge Factor,” from Control Revolution, in reader.

La Shawn Barber, “The Blogosphere’s Smaller Stars,” National Review December 20, 2004,

 e-reserves.

David Grann, “Inside Dope,” New Yorker October 25, 2004, e-reserves.

April 21: 
Michael Cornfield, selections from Politics Moves Online, in reader. 
Samantha Shapiro, “The Dean Connection,” New York Times Magazine December 7, 2003,

 e-reserves.

Matthew Klam, “Fear and Laptops on the Campaign Trail,” from New York Times Magazine,

 September 26, 2004, pp. 43+, in reader. 


April 26:
Richard Davis, “Electronic Lobbying,” from The Web of Politics, in reader.
Michael X. Delli Carpini, “Gen.com: Youth, Civic Engagement, and the New Information

 Environment,” Political Communication 17:341-349, 2000, e-reserves.

David M. Anderson, “Cautious Optimism about Online Politics and Citizenship,” from The Civic

 Web, in reader. 

Langdon Winner, “The Internet and Dreams of Democratic Renewal,” from The Civic Web, in

 reader.

Media Ethics and Reform
April 28: 

Richard Cohen, et al., “Combat Stories,” from Do The Media Govern, in reader.
Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel, selections from Warp Speed, in reader.

Timothy E. Cook, “Conclusion: The First Amendment and the Fourth Branch,” from Governing 

 with the News, in reader.
Lori Robertson, “Images of War,” American Journalism Review, Oct.-Nov., 2004, e-reserves.
May 3: 

Michael Schudson, “The Public Journalism Movement and Its Problems,” from The Politics of

 News, the News of Politics, in reader.

Fallows ch. 6.

Lance Bennett, “Freedom from the Press: Solutions for Concerned Citizens,” from News: The

 Politics of Illusion, in reader.
May 5: *Research presentations in lecture.*  
No reading.

Conclusion 


May 10: *Research papers due in lecture.*


No reading.
Final Exam - TBA

