






May, 2004
Dear Friends,

Recently I filed for re-election to the Durham County Board of Commissioners. I need your help in the hotly contested July 20th primary. If you plan to be out of town then, please vote absentee beginning May 31st. My website, www.ellenreckhow.org, has more information about the election schedule, voter registration, and opportunities to vote.  
I am proud of the County’s accomplishments during this term and my contribution to the Board’s effort. Specific accomplishments include: preserving a strong fiscal position and Triple A bond rating due to careful budgeting and financial management; working with the School Board to continue gains in academic achievement; promoting strong economic development crowned by the recent Merck announcement; passage of all four county bonds; reduction of the violent crime rate; implementation by the City, County, and School Board of a joint capital improvement plan; continuing reduction of the infant mortality rate; and development of a System of Care for at-risk youth. I am pleased that we are able to provide superior care to troubled youth and save a great deal of money through a coordinated system of care with wraparound services. 
My priorities for the future include:

· Work with the School Board and community agencies to provide a sound education for all children and improve our high school graduation rate

· Work with the Sheriff and the Police Chief to continue to reduce crime and implement the recommendations of the Crime Cabinet that I co-chair
· Promote quality economic development and prepare our citizens for the new jobs 
· Address the state mandated restructuring of mental health
· Continue the implementation of a System of Care for at-risk youth
· Approve updates to our comprehensive plan and development ordinances to provide a blueprint for managed growth.

I am excited about the Results Based Accountability initiative underway in Durham County that should increase our ability to communicate with citizens and make us more customer focused. Accountability measures will be embedded in the County budget so citizens can not only see how we are spending money but how well we are delivering services.
Now, I am assembling the resources for an effective, countywide campaign. With your generous support and volunteer assistance, I will continue to work hard for Durham County.

                                                                                     Sincerely,

                                                                                     Ellen Reckhow


