PRESS RELEASE – MAY 4, 2004
Ellen Reckhow Files for Re-election (Contact Ellen Reckhow at 383-3883)
Ellen Reckhow, Chairman of the Durham County Board of Commissioners, plans to file for re-election today. She has served on the Board since 1988 and as Chairman since 2002. For more information, please review her website – www.ellenreckhow.org.
“I am proud of the County’s accomplishments during this term and my contribution to the Board’s effort,” Reckhow stated.

Some specific accomplishments during this term include: preserving a strong fiscal position and our Triple A bond rating due to conservative budgeting and financial management; working with the School Board to continue improvement in educational achievement and close the achievement gap; promoting strong economic development crowned by the recent Merck announcement; passage of all four county bonds; implementation by the City, County and School Board of a joint capital improvement plan; continuing reduction of the infant mortality rate; and development of a System of Care for at risk youth. “I am pleased that we have been able to provide superior care to troubled youth and save a great deal of money through a coordinated system of care with wraparound services,” Reckhow stated.
“As I look to the future, I will continue to be a champion for safe neighborhoods, sustainable development, sound educational programs, and fiscal accountability,” Reckhow indicated.
Her top priorities include:

· Work with the School Board and other community agencies to provide a sound education       for all children, reduce school truancy, and improve our high school graduation rate 
· Work with the Sheriff and the Police Chief to continue to reduce crime and implement the recommendations of the Crime Cabinet that I co-chair

· Promote quality economic development and prepare our citizens to take the new jobs
· Address the state mandated restructuring of mental health

· Continue the implementation of a system of care for at risk youth

· Approve updates to our comprehensive plan and development ordinances to provide a blueprint for managed growth

“I am excited about the Results Based Accountability initiative underway in Durham County that should increase our ability to communicate with citizens and make us more customer focused. Accountability measures will be embedded in the County budget so citizens can not only see how we are spending money but how well we are delivering services,” Reckhow said. 
Mrs. Reckhow serves as Co-Chair of the Durham Crime Cabinet and Co-Chair of the Fitness Leadership Council. She also serves on the Mental Health Board, the Durham Open Space and Trails Commission, the Durham Partnership for Children, the Durham-Chapel Hill Transportation Advisory Committee, the Joint City County Planning Committee, the Workforce Development Board, the Foreign Trade Zone Board, and the Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce Board. Mrs. Reckhow has been a HOST tutor at Lakewood School for eight years and founded the Middle School After School Program that serves all of Durham’s middle schools.
